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VANDALS 


The Vandals (Vandali) were a Germanic tribe that inhabited the area north and east of Rome’s frontier on 
the middle Danube by the late 2 nd century, and some of them settled as Roman federates in Pannonia in the 4 th 
century. When the Rhine froze over during the cold winter of 406/407, the Siling and Hasding Vandals crossed 
into Gaul together with Alans and Suebi. After plundering Gaul, all three groups settled in Spain in 409. Here 
the Siling Vandals took over the Roman province of Baetica, the Hasding Vandals shared control of Gallaecia 
with the Suebi, and the Alans held Lusitania and Carthaginensis. This continued until a joint Roman and 
Visigothic offensive in 416—418, which destroyed the Siling Vandals and the power of the Alans. The survivors 
sought the protection of the Hasding Vandals, whose power was thus greatly augmented. When they also tried 
to lord over the Suebi, however, the Vandals encountered determined resistance. The Suebi received Roman and 
Visigothic support and the Vandals and Alans were forced into southern Spain in the early 420s. 

Seeking to take advantage of a rebellion in the rich Roman province of Africa, the Vandal king Geiserich led 
the migration into North Africa in 429, conquering Hippo in 431. Unable to overcome the Vandals, the Roman 
government came to terms with them, granting them the status of federates in parts of Mauretania Sitifensis and 
Numidia in 43 5. But the Vandals were dissatisfied, and in 439 they attacked and took Carthage and the rich 
Roman province of Africa Proconsularis (with Carthage as its capital). A joint Eastern and Western Roman 
naval expedition against the Vandals in 440 never materialized, and in 442 a new agreement recognized the 
Vandals as federates in possession of Carthage with Africa Proconsularis and Byzacena. This left the 
Mauretanian provinces and most of Numidia under Roman rule, and in a sign of friendship Geiserich’s son 
Hunerich, an honorary hostage at the Roman court, was engaged to Eudocia, the daughter of the Roman 
emperor Valentinianus III. The murder of this emperor in 45 5 provided the occasion for further Vandal 
expansion: the Vandals immediately helped themselves to the rest of Numidia and the two Mauretanias, to 
Tripolitania, to Sardinia, Corsica, and Sicily, and sacked Rome. A great armada sent by the Eastern Roman 
(Byzantine) emperor Leo I to punish the Vandals in 468 was destroyed, and a new treaty regularized relations in 
474. The Vandal regime was characterized by further alternating alliances and conflicts with the Romans, and 
Arian persecutions of the local Catholic clergy and population. But after the deposition of the pro-Roman king 
Hilderich in 530, the Vandal kingdom became the target of Eastern Roman aggression once again, and was 
conquered by the Byzantine general Belisarius in 534. 

Names are presented in standardized German forms. 


?—406 
406—428 
428-477 
477-484 
484-496 
496-523 
523-530 
530-534 


Kings of the Vandals 

Godegisel ... son of Visimer; king of the Hasding Vandals 

Gunderich ... son of Godegisel; settled in Gallaecia 409; king of Vandals and Alans 418 

Geiserich ... son of Godegisel; crossed into Africa 429; took Carthage 439 

Hunerich ... son of Geiserich 

Gunthamund ... son of Gento, son of Geiserich 

Thrasamund ... brother of Gunthamund 

Hilderich ... son of Hunerich 

Gelimer ... son of Gelaris, brother of Gunthamund; deposed 
(to the Eastern Roman Empire 534) 



